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assignment description - editorial illustration
Illustrations often accompany articles in various publications such as newspapers, magazines and journals.  These are 
referred to as editorial illustrations because they exist alongside an edited text.  For this project, you will choose any article 
of interest to you that has been published in a reputable source and illustrate it.  Sources might include the New York Times, 
Wall Street Journal, The New Yorker, Huffington Post, Scientific American Mind, Time, Newsweek, Washington Post, etc.  
Basically, we need to have heard of the source but the subject matter is open.

objective 
Illustration, like design, like bookmaking, like plumbing, is a craft.  As such, it needs to be given a context such as a client.  
The purpose of this assignment is to develop an illustration within the context of an external source (ie. the article).  The 
illustration should be engaging to the audience, reflective in some way of the text and perhaps even contribute an additional 
context to the article.

guidelines 
The Timeline herein outlines a detailed timetable for when you will be presenting.  Here is what is required:

1. Source Text
What subjects interest you?  Find an article that presents a topic you’re interested it, whether it’s a new technology, 
a report on a scientific discovery, current events, the political landscape or whatever.  Bring this to class and develop 
concepts surrounding what you might present.  Option: you can write a well-researched article and illustrate it.

2. Thumbnails
Create 10 - 20 thumbs as a means of exploring composition and subject matter.  Is there any object logical for your 
illustration?  (Example: an article about computers might have an illustration of an internal hard drive.)  Determine 
the best composition and concept for your article.

3. Sketches
Choose the most effective thumbs and develop large scale sketches to further analyze the placement of various tex-
tures, lines, negative space, shapes, etc. Sketches should be drawn to scale. 

4. Practice!
During sketching as well as after, experiment with various techniques of ink. In this case, see what kinds of marks you 
are able to render from the tools at hand: pens, brushes, toothbrushes, straws, paper towels.  Determine textures, 
patterns and methods of application that enhance the illustration.

5. Presentation
Your final drawing is a minimum of 6 x 9” on Bristol Vellum paper.  If you feel a different paper would benefit your 
drawing, discuss it with me.  Mount the illustration on black mat board as before, with extra space on the bottom.  
Remember:  the precision of your craft counts in the presentation.

resources
+ The New Yorker

timeline
Date Due

09.07 Source article; thumbs

09.09 Sketches; practice methods

09.14 Drawing

09.16 Critique!


